A novel strategy for the preparation of naturally occurring phosphocitrate and its partially esterified derivatives.
A novel method for the synthesis of phosphocitrate (1, PC) starting from triethyl ester of citric acid and MeOPCl2 is described. The method is based on selective stepwise hydrolysis of ester moieties from the intermediate Me-O-P(O)(Cl)(Z) (Z = triethylcitrate), 4a, which also allows one to prepare partially esterified derivatives of PC with good yield and purity without chromatographic purifications.